228             THREE  LETTERS  TO

I do not want to exaggerate. Let it be granted
at once that a man may possess a strong and trained
intelligence and yet owe very little to books. Let
it be granted, too, that to be rather than to know
is the chief end of man, and that the greatest thing
in the world is not knowledge but character. " She
is an excellent creature," Lord Beaconsfield used
to say of his wife, " but she never can remember
which came first, the Greeks or the Romans."
And if we had to make our choice I hope we should
all elect to be " excellent creatures " rather than
concern ourselves about the Greeks and the Romans.
Literature alone, as I once heard Lord Morley say,
will not by any means " arrest and dissolve all the
travelling acids of the human system." Literature
alone will not make a good man; the world has
seen too many learned scoundrels to be in any
doubt on that matter. But the right books rightly
used help us to be, as well as to know; they
awaken within us, as Lord Morley put it, the diviner
mind ; they rouse us to a consciousness of what is
best in others and ourselves ; and of all God's gifts
to man there are few that are more to be desired
than an eager thirst to know the best that has been
thought and said in the world. No man, Thackeray
thought, could sit down in the British Museum
without a heart full of grateful reverence. " I
own," he writes, " to have said my grace at the